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FROM THE CHAIR

FROM the Chair...

...of the Standing
Committee of Convocation

40th Anniversary

The year 2004 marks the 40th Anniversary
of the founding of the University. News of
a third university in Sydney in the 1960s
must have been received with hope and
optimism at a time when a growing
economy and an expanding population
required more graduates in many fields.

Macquarie was destined to be different.
Its approach to teaching was less rigid and part time and
external programs provided flexible study modes. But the most
radical innovation for an Australian university was the decision
to offer a single first degree for all disciplines of study.

Because of Macquarie’s innovative approach to learning and
the opportunities it provided for access to university, many
of the early students were the first in their families to study
at the tertiary level. This became more so when the Whitlam
Government abolished university fees in the 1970s and more
people, including many who had previously been excluded,
took up tertiary study. Although several major external
changes to funding have occurred since, such as HECS, the
idea of fair and equitable access to ‘the getting of knowledge’
has continued to pervade the University’s academic ethos.

To this end, on behalf of alumni, Standing Committee of
Convocation will offer two new scholarships in 2004, one to
mark the 40th Anniversary and the other to honour the first
Vice-Chancellor, the late Emeritus Professor Alex Mitchell.

As well, and in recognition of merit performance, prizes in
the form of book vouchers will be offered in each Division at
the undergraduate level, and awards made at the graduations
in Hong Kong and Singapore. (See p. 21.)

There will be opportunities for you, our alumni, to join in
the anniversary celebrations planned for 2004 and we look
forward to welcoming you back on campus.

Pamela Kenny
BA(ANU) DipTertiary Ed(NE)
Master of Arts1997

Alumni are major stakeholders in Macquarie University and deemed
part of it, as defined under Section 14 of the Macquarie University
Act 1989. Supportive alumni can dramatically enhance the
University’s success and reputation. Both positive statements and
practical support are very helpful.

Cover: Top picture — July 1966, looking northwest: In the middle
distance is Binstead’s cottage (still standing today north of the
Library), with site works for the amphitheatre in the Mars Creek
Valley to the right.

Bottom picture — By the lake 2003: water and wildlife are cherished
parts of the campus.
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Director of Languages Robyn Moloney and students from the International Grammar School, Sydney

Robyn Moloney loves teaching languages, values
inclusiveness and celebrates cultural diversity.
As Director of Languages at the International
Grammar School in Sydney, she’s found the
perfect niche.

Robyn’s language studies fostered her interest in
other cultures while still a student at North Sydney
Girls High. After graduating from Sydney University
with a BA Dip Ed in 1974, she taught French and
German in state schools, then worked overseas,
returning to Australia in 1979.

In the early 1980s, as a mother at home raising
young children, she nourished an interest in Japanese
culture. While her babies slept, she studied the
language and later enrolled in HSC classes at
SCEGGS Redlands Saturday Morning School.

A year of Japanese at Sydney University followed.

When she returned to part-time teaching in the 1980s
there was a boom in teaching Japanese and it
became one of her main subjects at Ku-ring-gai High
School. Her desire to enhance her skills led to five
visits to Japan.

In 1989 Robyn began a rewarding 13-year career

at Queenwood School, Mosman, as Head of the
Language Department. As Coordinator of the
International Baccalaureate program for two years, she
admired the way it developed students’ critical thinking
and intellectual depth, and offered a global perspective.
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Robyn Moloney: Specialist in Intercultural Language Teaching

Around the same time, she was searching to broaden
her own learning, and in 1999 found the perfect
vehicle in the Macquarie Masters degree in Media
and Cultural Studies. Five years later, she’s an award-
winning researcher on intercultural language teaching.

The Media and Cultural Studies Masters degree was

a highlight of my life — in fact it made me understand
the term ‘blow your mind’! Professors Tom Burvill and
Nick Mansfield were marvellous teachers and

mentors, and | give them and Macquarie full credit for
setting me on an exciting path.

The course content was all new to me and
emphasised the huge cultural influences on our
thinking. Humanities had moved on so much since
the mid-70s, | was out of touch with whole cultural
movements, and thinkers like Derrida and Foucault
and their influences on, for example, the senior
school English curriculum. It was a great degree for
teachers seeking to enjoy rich intellectual stimulation
and nourish their own learning needs.

As my research assignment, | wrote a piece under
Tom Burvill’s supervision called The Culture of LOTE
Teaching in a Multicultural Australia — a cultural
analysis of the world of language teaching in
multicultural Australia.

I uncovered a lot of negative community attitudes to
language and difference. Regrettably, most Australians
think there’s no need to learn other languages



because ‘everyone here speaks English’. | took a
counter view, that Australia is a lot more multi-lingual
than people realise and that language gives access to
other cultures and has intellectual spin-offs.

For example, research shows that learning a second
language fosters divergent thinking in children.

In 2001, with a scholarship from Queenwood School
and Nick Mansfield's help, | wrote a booklet for
secondary students called Culture in the New
Curriculum, explaining some of the important cultural
studies concepts in simpler jargon-free language.

The journal of the English Teachers Association of
NSW, Metaphor, published two chapters on Concepts of
English Stage 6 Syllabus, which have been used by
many teachers since.

“The Media and Cultural Studies Masters degree
at Macquarie was a highlight of my life.”

The Masters program also led me on to a strong
interest in intercultural learning, and to write materials
about broadening cultural perspectives for children,
through including different voices in history and
cultural diversity— even in subjects like mathematics.
For example, most children don’t know about the
contributions of Mayans and Indians to mathematics.

Last year | was thrilled to receive the annual NSW
Teachers Guild prize for research, for my initial
assignment and subsequent work. | also spoke at the
Australian Council for Education Leadership conference
in Sydney last year about intercultural learning.

This year I’'m beginning a professional doctorate in
education (EdD) at Sydney University, on the topic of
intercultural competence through language learning.
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The International Grammar School is a wonderful,
unique place of learning. It celebrated its 20th
anniversary in 2003. The founder, Professor

Reg St Leon, began the primary second language
teaching movement in the 1970s using the
‘immersion’ method. Although IGS was the model for
that movement, there’s been no attention from
researchers. | plan to remedy that in my EdD work.

We’'re recognised as a best practice school for language
learning by both the Association of Independent
Schools and the Board of Studies. Most children enrol
at preschool or primary level and stay right through.
They develop a completely natural use of their chosen
second language, using it every day.

| head a languages department of 23 teachers but
fortunately | still have time to do some teaching.

I love contributing to the development of a young
person’s whole being. Intercultural learning comes
through a lot in different subjects, culminating in
workshops for Kindergarten to Year 12 on
International Day.

We have partnerships with schools in France, Italy,
Germany and Japan, with which we swap kids
annually, so they can have six weeks immersion
experience in the country of their second language.

As IGS becomes better known, waiting lists are
growing. People like our breadth of outlook,
inclusiveness and emphasis on languages and creative
arts. We achieve wonderful HSC results and have a
strong connection with our local city universities.

We have very diverse family backgrounds among our
students, and respect for language and difference is
the school ethos. Being here fits my interests and
values perfectly.

International Grammar School Entrance in Ultimo
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